
検索日本義肢装具学会

Japanese Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics Secretariat
Gishikaikan 201, 5-32-7, Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, 
Tokyo 113-0033, Japan
Tel: +81 (0)3-3812-9066   Fax: +81 (0)3-3868-3201

https://www.jspo.jp/english/Website

office@jspo.jpE-ma i l

■表1-4

Japanese Society of 
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Furthering state-of-the-art technology 
and promoting prosthetics and orthotics 
education

*1: No registration fee is required when a student member becomes a 
regular member.

*2: A subscriber receives the society journal only and will be regarded as 
a non-member for the purposes of attending seminars and scientific 
meetings, etc.
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1968 Established as the Prosthetics and Orthotics Research 
Circle (605 members)

1972 Renamed to the Japanese Society of Prosthetic and 
Orthotic Education, Research and Development

1984 Registered as an Associate Society of the Science Council of 
Japan (13th Session)

  (Rehabilitation Medicine; 7th Session)
 Renamed to the Japanese Society of Prosthetics and 

Orthotics
1985 Held the 1st Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics 
 (Meeting Director: Kazuo Tsuchiya)
1989 Held the 5th Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics simultaneously 
with the 6th ISPO World Convention (in Kobe). 

 (Meeting Director: Ichiro Asai)
2013 Registered as a General Incorporated Association
2016 Held the 32nd Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 
 (Meeting Director: Toshiya Nosaka)
2017 Held the 33rd Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 
 (Meeting Director: Chiaki Morita)
2018 Held the 34th Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 
 (Meeting Director: Izumi Kondo)
2019 Held the 35th Scientific Meeting of the Japanese 

Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 
 (Meeting Director: Yoichi Shimada) (2,486 members)

History Organization

Membership Enquiries

Applicants for JSPO membership should fill out the 
necessary items of the “Membership Card” and send it to 
the JSPO Secretariat. (To receive the Membership Card, 
either download it from the Society website or contact the 
Secretariat).
P l ease  t rans f e r  your  reg i s t ra t i on  f ee  p lus  your  
membership fee for the first year using the bank transfer 
slip which the Secretariat will send to you upon receipt of 
your completed Membership Card. Annual membership 
fees are as outlined below. The Society’s fiscal year runs 
from Sept. 1 to Aug. 31.
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What Are Prostheses? What Are Orthoses?About Us

The Japanese Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics is 
an academic association of members of various 
professions, including doctors, prosthetists/orthotists, 
rehabilitation engineers, physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists, registered nurses and social workers who 
aim to develop prosthetic and orthotic technology, and 
disseminate knowhow, thus contributing to the 
furtherance of academia, culture, and the welfare of 
prosthesis/orthosis users. The Society organizes 
scientific meetings and research seminars, publishes an 
academic  journa l ,  organ izes  Nat iona l  Mirror  
Committee for ISO/TC168, and facilitates the provision 
of prostheses and orthoses to developing countries. 
Through these activities the Society strives to improve 
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  u s e r s  a n d  c a r r y  o u t  
evidence-based device evaluations. These wide-ranging 
tasks are undertaken from a professional perspective, 
aimed at meeting the ever-diversifying needs faced in 
prosthetics and orthotics. 

A prosthesis is an artificial hand, arm, leg, or foot 
attached in order to complement the form and function 
of a limb which is missing due to congenital conditions, 
trauma, or disease.

Other Related Fields

For the benefit of all whose lives are   touched by prosthetics and orthotics
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02JSPOWhat Are Orthoses?/Other Related Fields

An orthosis is an external supportive device used to 
reduce functional impairment of the torso or limbs 
(both upper and lower) caused by either trauma or 
disease.

There is an extremely wide range of related fields, and 
these include orthopaedic surgery, rehabilitation 
medicine, rehabilitation engineering, robotics, assistive 
devices, physical therapy, occupational therapy, 
speech-language-hearing therapy, biomechanics, and 
nursing science.



Working to Develop Technology

Other Activities

Other initiatives undertaken by the Society include aiding the provision of prostheses and orthoses to 
developing countries, the gathering of information from developed countries, adjudication in Japan for 
ISO and JIS standards accreditation, and deliberations around the establishment of grant systems for 
assistive devices.

Certification System

The Japanese Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics has established a certification system intended to 
support lifelong learning. Those who attend our annual seminar and pass the written examination are 
certified as either “Prosthetics and Orthotics Specialist” or as “Certified Professional by the Japanese 
Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics”. In this way, we are working to improve skills relating to 
prosthetics and orthotics.

Academic Journal

Bulletin of the Japanese Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics (ISSN: 
0910-4720) is published four times a year as one of the merits we offer 
our members. Each issue includes a variety of special reports on 
prostheses, orthoses, assistive devices, education, research, international 
trends, and other topics, as well as articles and letters submitted by 
members, serialized tutorials, scientific meeting and seminar reports, 
feature articles, and more. All content can be viewed on J-Stage, an 
electronic journal site operated by the Japan Science and Technology 
Agency.

Research Seminars

The Scientific Meeting of the Japanese Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics

The Society’s scientific meeting, held once a year, 
invo lves  keynote  speeches  g iven by inv i ted  
international speakers, special educational lectures, 
symposia, and panel discussions, all of which follow a 
theme set by the meeting director. All Society 
members are entitled to give, and hear, presentations 
in all relevant subjects. Numerous prosthetic, orthotic, 
and assistive device manufacturers display their 
products at a trade fair held simultaneously, enabling 
attendees to handle and test the newest devices. In 
recent years, large numbers of users, students, and 
members of the general public have attended the 
meeting as it gives them the opportunity to meet with 
clinical research specialists in prosthetics and orthotics, 
as well as gather information and discuss issues.

A research seminar is held once a year with the aim of 
providing an essential learning and research space for 
specialists working in the fields of prosthetics and 
orthotics. Seminar themes are always directly linked to 
the latest issues and practicalities, thus enabling 
professionals to help users employ their prostheses 
and orthoses appropriately. Given that participants are 
from many different professions, a well-balanced 
program of theory, application, and user training is 
devised to ensure that all professional areas are 
covered.
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Achieving Professional Collaboration

06JSPOMultidisciplinary Support

Our Members

The majority of our members, who numbered 2,520 
as of March 2019, are prosthetists and orthotists, 
doctors, physical therapists, occupational therapists, 
rehabil itat ion engineers , and manufacturing 
engineers.
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     and
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1,246
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Occupational
Therapists

Rehabilitation
Engineers Students Others

56

The prescr ipt ion ,  fitt ing ,  and adjustment 
process of a prosthet ic/orthot ic device is 
complex̶doctors, prosthetists and orthotists, 
physical therapists, occupational therapists , 
nurses , rehabil itat ion engineers , and socia l 
workers meet at the brace clinic, express their 
opinions based on their own professional point 
of view, and reach a decision . Doctors are 
responsible for the final decision regarding 
prescr ipt ion and fitt ing ,  prosthet ists and 
orthotists deal with fitting and adjustments, 
physical therapists and occupational therapists 
train the patient in how to use the prosthesis 
and orthosis , nurses help patients use their 
devices in the hospital and give psychological 
support, rehabilitation engineers develop and 
adjust devices and parts, and social workers 
play a role in securing grants for patients. In 
this way, a team of medical experts provides a 
coherent service to people with disabilities.

Messages from the Directors
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Technological progress is driving remarkable advances 
in the development of prosthetics and orthotics. These 
make use of cutting-edge science in fields such as 
robotics, materials science and behavioral analysis. In 
disseminating this information, the role of our society 
is to help improve patients’ functions by capitalizing 
on the academic characteristics of a variety of 
disciplines. We are looking forward to you joining us.

Vice-President

Yoichi Shimada
Akita University Graduate School of Medicine Orthopedic Surgery

Our goal is to enable those working in various roles 
related to prosthetics, orthotics and assistive devices, 
to cooperate towards offering appropriate support to 
those suffering from illness and disability. We also 
strive to provide opportunities for lifelong learning that 
help our members increase their knowledge and skills. 
Why not participate in one of our annual meetings and 
catch a glimpse of the fascinating world of prosthetics 
and orthotics.

President

Nobuhiko Haga
University of Tokyo Graduate School of Medicine Rehabilitation Medicine
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